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rolling cloud of unpleasant colours. When withdrawn
from the physical body, as in sleep, it is a mere shapeless
shifting cloud, unfit to act as an independent vehicle $ but
in a man of intellectual culture and spiritual growth it
shows the progress of the owner by the definiteness of its
outline, the luminosity of its materials, and the perfection
of its organisation.
The colours in the astral body bear the same mean-
ing as those of the higher bodies, but are several octaves
of colour below them; while that body has also additional
colours expressing less desirable feelings in man which can-
not show themselves in the higher vehicles. For example,.
black shows malice and hatred ; deep heavy grey signifies
depression, while a livid pale grey indicates fear. Sensual-
ity is shown by the presence of a lurid brownish-red
colour; scarlet flecks in the astral body indicate irrita-
bility, while jealousy is seen as a peculiar brownish-green,.
its extreme activity being shown by bright scarlet flashes
of anger which pierce it.
When the astral body is comparatively quiet (it is
never actually at rest), the colours seen in it indicate those
emotions to which the man is most in the habit of yielding
himself. But when the man is experiencing any particular
feeling, the rate of vibration which expresses the feeling
dominates for a time the entire astral body. For example,
if it be devotion, the whole of his astral body is flushed
with blue, and so long as the emotion remains at its
strongest, the normal colours appear faintly through a veil
of it; but when the vehemence of the sentiment dies away,.
the normal colours re-assert themselves. But because of
this spasm of emotion that part of his astral body which
is normally blue has been increased in size. Thus a man
frequently feeling high devotion soon comes to have a

